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General Dustum Gives His Backing to
the Disarmament Process

One of the major figures that
shaped Afghan politics
throughout the years of fight-
ing against Soviet occupation,
the civil war and the rule of
Taliban, General Dustum has
given his full backing to the
campaign of disarmament of
former guerrillas conducted
by the Afghan Government in
cooperation with the UNDP.

Mr. Dustum was on hand on
Thursday, Feb. 23 at a major
ceremony in Shibergan, the
capital of Jawzjan province,
marking the surrender of hun-
dreds of weapons and their
ammunition to the control of
the Afghan government under
President Hamid Karzai.

He told journalists at the cere-
mony that he had arrived in
the town two days earlier to
discuss with the elders and
his group commanders to
advise them to support the
DIAG- process and give up
their weapons.

A total of 385 weapons, in-
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Weapons surrendered by Gen. Dustum’s commanders
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rocket-propelled
grenade launch- &
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was Yusuf ¥
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Deputy Defense
Minister and Vice-
chairman of the

Disarmament and Gen. Dustum talking to Journalists

Reintegration

Commission, at the head of a
high level delegation from
Kabul. Speaking to reporters,

A total of 385
weapons, including
mortars, anti-
aircraft guns,
rocket-propelled
grenade launchers,
were surrendered.

he welcomed the support to
the DIAG process by General
Dustum.

Interestingly, the handover
ceremony aimed at boosting
peace and rule and law in
Afghanistan coincided with
another celebration, that of
the anniversary of great me-
dieval Uzbek poet Ali Sher
Newai. General Dustum, him-

self an ethnic Uzbek, and his
guests were also hosted in
that event.

The transfer of weapons by
the group commanders who
fought under Gen. Dustum
followed an earlier mass
transfer of weapons and am-
munition to government in
Paktya province on February
21. In that event in the provin-
cial capital Gardez, five for-
mer Jihad commanders,
Torab Khan, Sardar, Safihul-
lah, Zahirullah and Zori Khan
surrendered 15 tons of am-
munition as well as dozens of
light and heavy weapons to a
DIAG weapons collection
team.

It was the second transfer of
weapons to authorities in
Gardez in less than a month,
and it was attended by num-
ber of senior military and civil-
ian officials as well as by UN
and UNDP representatives.

Disarmament of lllegal Armed Groups (DIAG) is supported by
UK, Canada, Japan, Switzerland, Denmark and Netherlands.
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Brightened Employment Prospects for Graduates

The period of excitement and
suspense has begun for 210
hopefuls in a newly intro-
duced internship programme,
initiated jointly by the Inde-
pendent Administration Re-
form and Civil Service Com-
mission (IARCSC) of the Af-
ghan Government and UNDP,
following the announcement
of their success in the initial
written test conducted at the

' beginning of February.

380 applicants took the test

~lon February 4 in response to

a widely publicized joint call
by IARCSC and the UNDP,
inviting new graduates to take
up the opportunity of being
recruited as interns to public
service positions where they
can both demonstrate their
skills and enrich their experi-
ence so that they could com-
pete for permanent employ-
ment in the future.

When the test papers were
graded, 210 contestants were
found to have provided ade-
quate responses to the ques-
tions that would allow them to
proceed to the next stage,
that is the interview (or oral
exam) process.

At the time of writing, many
candidates, with slightly ac-
celerated heartbeats and
drops of sweat in the fore-
head, were waiting either to
be interviewed or to be told of
the results of their “oral
exam”.

In a country like Afghanistan,
where employment reaches
staggering proportions and
putting food on the table is
one struggle that one can not
evade tussling, the impor-
tance of a chance of early
employment, as offered by
this project, can not be exag-
gerated.

Nevertheless, both IARCSC
and the UNDP are well aware
of the fact that, the value of
this initiative is not limited to
the job creation that it entails,
but more importantly, the pro-
ject is designed to foster the
human capacity development
for the public administration.

The best 100 among the 210
finalists will be identified in
the first decade of March and
depending on their areas of
high education, they will be
assigned to line ministries
and other government agen-
cies both to learn and to con-
tribute to the work of those
institutions.

Gender-balancing is very
much in the mind of the re-
cruiters: Half of the best 100
will have to be female.

Proud NUNV Happy with His Popularity

Samiullah Asad has already
marked as one of the unfor-
gettable moments of his life
the day he was assigned as a
National UNV in 2005.

He had just returned
from Pakistan where he
had lived for some 16
years as a refugee, an &
experience, while taking
its toll on Samiullah, also |
helped him acquire
some skills to share with |
his compatriots upon his
return.

Samiullah with his enthusiastic students

When he applied for the
NUNV vacancy for an English
Language instructor, he was
recruited immediately, given
his experience in Pakistan as
an English language instruc-
tor since 1992.

Now he teaches English five

hours a day everyday to the
staff of the Malalai Maternity
Hospital (MMH), the biggest
of its kind in Afghanistan.

Regardless of the fact that the
classes take place in a corri-
dor of the hospital as there is
no classroom, Samiullah is
very happy with the enthusi-
asm and the active participa-
tion of his students in the
process. He admits that at the

beginning he did have to face
some restraint from his stu-
dents because they are over-
whelmingly female, but in
time as the trainer-
trainee relationship
strengthened, the prob-
lems were easily over-
come.

“I am well aware of the
importance and values
of Volunteerism and
feel proud of my contri-
bution in the capacity
building of the MMH
Staff” says Samiullah.

He believes he is conveying a
significant message to Af-
ghans, especially to the
youth, that being part of the
pool of volunteers, one does
not only help the target bene-
ficiaries, but also his/her per-
sonal development.
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First National ICT Conference in Afghanistan

| The Information and Commu-

nication Technology (ICT)
project of United Nations De-
velopment Program (UNDP)
aims to assist the Government
of Afghanistan in its effort to
narrow the digital divide with
the rest of the world and en-
able the country to further
benefit from ICT by becoming
part of the global information
society while preserving the
country’s cultural heritage.

Following the progress made
under the UNDP/ICT Capacity
Building Project (Phase 1) and
having taken into considera-
tion the overall progress that
have been made both through
public and private sector ef-
forts, ICT Capacity Building
Project (Phase Il) focuses on
assisting the government in
realizing its objectives central
to the vision of the national
ICT policy including enhance-
ment of network, information
and knowledge access and
Government use of ICT with
the aim to build a society fully
benefiting from ICT.

After 3 years of development
in Information and Communi-
cation Technologies in Af-
ghanistan by the Public and
Private sectors, it is now an
opportune time to hold a Na-
tional ICT Conference in Ka-
bul to understand the degree
of progress and spread of ICT
in Afghanistan. The UNDP
ICT Project and the Ministry of
Communications are organiz-
ing the first National Informa-
tion Communication Technol-
ogy (ICT) Conference planned
to be held in mid April 2006.
The conference is a key step
towards creating ICT aware-
ness in Afghanistan on a na-
tional level and to provide
information for high level gov-
ernment officials, private sec-
tor, representatives from the
provinces, academicians and
civil society on the status of
ICTs in Afghanistan. The con-
ference will provide a platform
for creating synergies be-
tween the public sector, the
private sector, donor agencies
and other stakeholders to
form cohesive ICT develop-
ment targets and programs for

Afghanistan. H.E President
Hamid Karzai, Ministers,
members of the Afghan Na-
tional Assembly, provincial
governmental representatives
and industry leaders from the
private sector are expected to
attend and contribute to the
conference. The more excit-
ing participation and input will
be from the student body of
various universities and the
general public.

The National ICT conference
will provide an opportunity to
look at some of the leading
development efforts in the
field of ICTs in the country
and opportunities for the pub-
lic and private sectors to work
together in Afghanistan. There
will be a number of side con-
ferences which will focus on
expert skills development,
Gender and ICT, ICT and
Education, E-Governance and
E-Commerce. Individuals
interested in these particular
areas will deepen the discus-
sion in these areas and will
provide recommendations on
the way forward. In addition,
an exhibition will also be held
alongside the conference
where major ICT related com-
panies working in Afghanistan
will be invited to exhibit their
products and services. The
conference is designed to be
interactive to gather as much
interest and input as possible.
Conference findings and con-
clusions will be published in a
conference proceedings docu-
ment shortly thereafter.

The Ministry of Communica-
tions will elaborate on the ICT
goals and achievement plan
for Afghanistan. In addition,
H.E Minister Sangin will talk
about the relationship of ICTs
MDGs and support of Afghani-
stan’s development plans as
articulated in I-ANDS for pro-
moting growth, generating
wealth and reducing poverty
and vulnerability in Afghani-
stan.

Major donors, including
USAID and World Bank are
expected to attend the confer-
ence and elaborate on their
involvements in ICT Develop-

ments in Afghanistan and their
coordination with the govern-
ment. UNDP will provide
overviews on International
best practices around the
world  focusing  on E-
Government to provide ac-
cess to government services,
accountability, transparency
and delivery of services.

A key agenda in the confer-
ence will also be the launch of
the .AF country code online
registration. In addition, the
formation of the National ICT
Council of Afghanistan will be
announced in the conference.
The National ICT Council will
be a coordinating body among
all stakeholders of ICTs in
Afghanistan through involve-
ment of key government min-
istries, Civil Society Organiza-
tions and various private sec-
tor associations including
such as Internet Service Pro-
vider's Associations, media
associations and the GSM
associations. Furthermore, the
National Internet  Registry
Authority  of  Afghanistan
(NIRA) and Afghanistan Com-
puter Emergency Response
Team (AFCERT) will also be
introduced during the confer-
ence.

UNDP ICT Project is looking
forward to holding this confer-
ence in the new atmosphere
of growth and development in
Afghanistan. All attempts
will be made to well publicize
the event and to get the maxi-
mum attendance from the
public, which is where it
counts and where ICT is in-
tended to deliver its associ-
ated benefits.

Representatives from UN
organizations, donor commu-
nities, embassies, academi-
cians within Afghanistan are
all invited to attend this con-
ference. For more information,
please contact:

Tamim Samee
Tamim.samee@undp.org or

Farshid Ghyasi

farshid.ghyasi@undp.org
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Employment rights
of the people with
disability will also
be covered by the
Convention.

“This seminar
was necessary
and timely, it has
contributed to
the building of
our capacity as
legislators.”

Noor Mohammad Kafil
Member of the Upper House

SEAL project is supported by
France, Denmark, EC, CIDA,
GTZ and Italy.
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Afghanistan Contributes to Disability Convention

“This sharing (of information)
and interaction has put Af-
ghan disability agenda on the
global map; we learned a lot
from our friends during these
negotiations and meetings
and the discussions have
greatly enhanced our under-
standing of international dis-
ability policy and what other
governments are doing about
it” concluded Mr. Fahim, the
Deputy Minister at the Minis-
try of Martyrs and Disabled, at
the end of a trip to UN Head-
quarters to take part in the
penultimate meeting on a new
convention on the rights of
people with disabilities.

The high level Afghan delega-
tion that visited New York in
January comprised, alongside

the Deputy Minister, S.
Seraj, Advisor to the Minister,
Rudy Rodriguez, Institutional
Development Advisor at the
Ministry and Phitalis Were
Masakwe, advisor on rights of
disabled and advocacy on
disability issues.

Representatives from 160
countries discussed the word-
ing of the preamble and the
ensuing 34 articles of the
convention, which, after being
finalized in the next meeting
in August, will be submitted to
the UN General Assembly for
adoption.

The Convention will delineate
the rights of the disabled peo-
ple and the obligations of the
States vis-a-vis their disabled
citizens, reaching an esti-

mated total of 600 million
globally. These obligations
are likely to include securing
access to health and educa-
tion services as well as ensur-
ing of access to justice. The
Convention is also likely to
make it compulsory for signa-
tory governments to support
advocacy efforts on issues
surrounding disabled people
and their rights.

Employment rights of the peo-
ple with disability will also be
covered by the Convention.

The last meeting in August on
the draft text of the Conven-
tion is expected to focus on
the monitoring and enforce-
ment mechanisms for the
convention.

New Afghan Legislators Keep Building Their Capacities

“The topics discussed in this
seminar are of great impor-
tance to us as Members of
Parliament” said Prof. Ma-
hbooba Hogogmal, a member
of the newly instituted Mesh-
rano Jirga (the Upper House )
of the Afghan Assembly. Al-
though she is a Professor of
Law and Political Science at
Kabul University, she was
modest enough to acknowl-
edge that they still needed to
learn ways and means of per-
forming their duties as mem-
bers of a legislature, an insti-
tution that has been missing in
Afghan political life for dec-
ades. “They (the seminars)
help us fulfill our duties as
people’s representatives”, she
added.

Noor Mohammad Kafil, Mesh-
rano Jirga member represent-
ing Nijrab District of Kapisa
province, echoed his col-
league’s sentiments: “This
seminar was necessary and
timely”, he said. “It has con-
tributed to the building of our
capacity as legislators. | hope
there will be more seminars of
the kind in the future because
they are very effective.”

Both Meshrano Jirga mem-
bers were speaking after the

completion of three
rounds of the work-
shop that touched
upon a wide range
of issues from Con-
stitutional rights of
legislators to over-
see the State’s
finances to the
system of checks
and balances in-
volving the three
powers of the
state, executive,
legislative and judi-
ciary.

Among the guest
speakers were Zviad Mukba-
niani, a former Chairman of
the Foreign Affairs Committee
of the Georgian Parliament,
and William Byld, Senior Eco-
nomic Advisor, the World
Bank, alongside Monjurul
Kabiri and Dennis Sammut,
both advisors to UNDP’s
SEAL (Support to Establish-
ment of Afghan Legislature)
project.

There was intense interest on
the part the legislators
throughout the six days of
three rounds of the workshop.

The whole event was con-
ducted in three instalments to

Meshrano Jirga members in the training course

ensure that workshop groups
would be small so that partici-
pants would have Dbetter
chance of focusing their atten-
tion on discussion topics.

The organizers, that is the
SEAL project staff, were satis-
fied to see that their effort
was appreciated, as reflected
by Prof. Hogogmal : «After
three decades of war and
destruction we have to work
towards the country’s rehabili-
tation, to the establishment of
rule of law and to providing
oversight of government. This
seminar helped us as sena-
tors to achieve these objec-
tives.”



Australia, New Zealand,
European Commission and
Estonia also provide funds

for CNTF

A Red Crescent official overseeing distribution of aid material
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Contributions to CNTF Climb up

At January’s London Confer-
ence, some of the most
widely discussed issues were
Afghanistan’s massive opium
production, the dependence
of many Afghans on this par-
ticular crop for their livelihood
and ways and means of re-
ducing this dependence
alongside the elimination of
opium as the main crop in the
country.

As the primary avenue of
international support to this
cause, the Counter Narcotics
Trust Fund (CNTF), estab-
lished by the Afghan Govern-
ment and the UNDP was,
predictably, the focus of in-
tense interest on the part of
the participants of the Confer-
ence.

That the interest demon-
strated in the programme
during the Conference was
not purely skin-deep was
proved by the maintenance of
post-Conference pursuit of

opportunities by many coun-
tries to be part of the effort.

The strongest expression of
support for the counter-
narcotics cause, in the form of
highest financial contribution,
came from the Government of
the UK with an initial £ 4.5
million (approx US$ 7.8 m) in
the current fiscal year. The

funds will be channelled
through ADIDU (Afghan
Drugs Inter-Departmental

Unit) within the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office. The
UK government was swiftly
followed by governments of
the United States and Swe-
den with US$2 m each.
South Korea also declared its
commitment to contribute to
CNTF although the exact
amount of the contribution
has yet to be clarified.

But the most important is the
declaration of the Govern-
ment of Afghanistan of its
devotion to the counter-

Winterization Assistance Project

Thanks to a more coordinated
effort and higher level involve-
ment on the part of Afghan
government, winterization
response has had a higher
profle and a more robust
implementation efficacy this

year as compared to last, with
many more families benefiting
from the effort.

The Emergency Commission,
who is headed by Karim
Khalili, the Vice-President,
played a vital role in examin-
ing key risk areas and pro-
ducing estimates for crucial
recovery and disaster re-
sponse activities. Equipped
with the experience of les-
sons learned in previous win-
ter programmes and empha-
sised by last year's severe
winter, the Commission has
been pro-active in pre-
positioning and issuing both
food and essential non-food
items in high-risk areas. Total
funds of around USD
2,190,000 were donated by
USAID, Norway and UK’s
DFID, and managed by
UNDP under the scheme
called “Assistance Projects
for Winterisation”. Based on
assessments made by gov-
ernment and Afghanistan Red

narcotics endeavour: Ministry
of Finance has allocated US$
30 m to be used by the CNTF
in the 1385 fiscal year budget,
although this provision still
needs to be adopted by both
Government and the National
Assembly.

Meanwhile, despite the fact
that two high level February
meetings of the CNTF had to
be postponed due to absence
of some key members, the
Fund has now established a
“‘modus operandi” with many
of the line ministries to enable
projects to be assessed and
approved for implementation.

Efforts are being made to
ensure that the departure in
February of Madelene Carls-
son, the CNTF programme
officer, from Kabul for another
assignment will not affect
implementation efficacy.

Draws to a Close

Crescent Society, items such
as food, heating and cooking
fuel, blankets, cooking uten-
sils, tarpaulins and pharma-
ceuticals were purchased and
distributed within 11 high-risk

provinces (Kabul, Faryab,
Jawzjan, Sari-Pul, Balkh,
Samangan, Baghlan, Kunduz,
Takhar, Badakhshan,

Bamyan, and Dai Kundi).

Around 10,000 families were
directly issued with relief as-
sistance. Some public build-
ing refurbishment was under-
taken to provide better shelter
in Kabul for around 530 dis-
placed families against the
effects of winter, and some
rental assistance provided to
around another 750 fami-
lies. Essential access road
maintenance in critical areas
has also been under-
taken. Some activities are
continuing, but this project is
largely complete as at late
February 2006.
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Rural communities
will be consulted in
the process of
planning that will
identify the priori-
ties and context of
future development
investment.

Grassroots to Have Voice on Livelihood Modalities

With the post-conflict recov-
ery efforts now being gradu-
ally replaced by long-term
sustainable development en-
deavors in Afghanistan, more
and more emphasis is being
placed on programmes to
ensure that population in gen-
eral, rural population in par-
ticular, start to feel the bene-
fits of all the assistance and
support provided by the inter-
national community since the
fall of the Taliban in 2001.

One particular UNDP pro-
gramme recently signed by
the Government of Afghani-
stan and UNDP will contribute
to the long term development
in more than one ways: The
second phase of the National
Area Based Development
Programme (NABDP) will not
only further contribute to rural

development, but it will do so
by empowering the rural com-
munities to decide on the
modalities that will empower
them to lead better and more
prosperous lives.

The Ministry of Rural Reha-
bilitation and Development
(MRRD) and UNDP have
concluded by signing the
document on February 22,
2006 that a participatory ap-
proach would serve the inter-
ests of rural communities in
Afghanistan in both raising
the level of living standards
and in allowing them to ex-
press their preferences in a
democratic fashion as to how
they would like to improve
their lot.

The document foresees that
rural communities will be con-
sulted in the process of plan-

ning that will identify the pri-
orities and context of future
development investment, thus
allowing rural population to
influence the preferences that
will mark the main orientation
of the development plans.

At another significant level,
the programme will contribute
substantially to capacity de-
velopment process within the
MRRD in a way that the Min-
istry’s national human re-
sources will be able to main-
tain and further expand the
rural development schemes in
the future.

Implementation will continue
throughout the programming
cycle of the UNDP Country
Office in Afghanistan through
2008.
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Capacity Developing Project Generates its Own
Income for Activities

The AIMS (Afghanistan Informa-
tion Management Services) pro-
ject has quietly accomplished a
major achievement that is not
frequently seen in implementation
of highly technical projects: It has
been not only generating income
by marketing its products, but
also channeling this income to
fund the training programmes
within its framework.
Since the start of its campaign,
the AIMS project has sold 35192
maps to a wide variety of stake-
holders involved in development
efforts in Afghanistan. It is inter-
esting to note that over the two
years in which AIMS maps have
been marketed, the most devout
customers of the project appear
to have been national and inter-
national NGOs, (purchasing 51 %
of all the maps sold), followed by
UN agencies (18%) and the Af-

ghan Government (9%).

The maps created by AIMS

cover such a wide variety
that one can find information on

anything from the
whereabouts  of |
underground water |
resources to popu- |
lation density, from |
educational status
of the population
shown  geographi-
cally to the amount
of foreign aid utiliza-
tion in provinces e
and districts.

Such wealth of in-
formation plays a
vital role in planning
and implementation
of a wide variety of
projects and the
AIMS project is now
consistently building national
capacity in basic skills to ensure
that GoA have the ability to use
new technology in the future with
the technical assistance from
AIMS. With some US $ 110 thou-
sand raised over the last two
years through the sale of maps,
AIMS project proudly says they

An AIMS funded computer training session

have conducted scores of training
courses, including computer and
basic English language courses
for the staff of government minis-
tries and departments. The
funds were also used for transla-
tion of computer manuals from
English to Dari, for printing of
Dari manuals and purchase of
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Calendar of Events for March

A

ANBP: Further handover of weapons and ammunition to government, this time in
Ghazni, March 6

HIV/AIDS Project: Opening of HIV/AIDS Training Centre and Public Library at the
Ministry of Public Health (date to be confirmed)

HIV/AIDS Project : Opening of Jalalabad Voluntary Counselling and Confidential
Treatment (VCCT) Centre (date to be confirmed)

LOTFA: Monitoring Mission to Samangan and Balkh, 6-12 March

NHDR: Assessment of the articles written by the Kabul University students on poverty
issues begins in the last week of March, the winner, author of the best article, is to be
announced early April.

RISE (Regional Initiative for Sustainable Economy): Strategy workshop involving all
UDG (Urban Development Group) regional project managers, March 1 & 2

NABDP: International bidding on assessment of regional economic generation
(throughout March)

NABDP: Pilot phase of comprehensive rural development to be launched in Kandahar
and neighbouring regions (date to be confirmed)

NABDP: Workshop on review of Water and Sanitation Project March 12

is the UN's global development network, advocating for change and
connecting countries to knowledge, experience and resources to help people build a
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United Nations Development Programme
Shah Mahmood Ghazi Watt

Kabul

Afghanistan

+93 20 2101682-91

For more information on any of these
stories, or to make contributions, please
contact

Mustafa Eric

Senior Public Information Officer
+93(0)70157494
mustafa.eric@undp.org

www.undp.org.af
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